
Year 11 Introduction to A-level Religion, Philosophy and Ethics 

Each week I will be posting an extract from Sophie’s World and asking you to answer some questions. 

 

Week 4: Descartes 

Read the extract below and answer the following questions 

1. What conviction did Descartes share with Socrates? 

2. What can one say without exaggeration about Descartes? 

3. What was Descartes main concern and what other great question preoccupied him? 

4. What happened the more mechanistic the physical world was seen to be? 

5. What was the original meaning of the words soul and spirit? 

6. When was the radical division of soul and body introduced? 

7. Of what was an explanation required regarding the soul and the body? 

8. Descartes maintained that we cannot accept anything as true unless what? 

9. Of what else apart from modern philosophy was Descartes considered the father? 

10. What did Descartes think concerning the reliability of the senses?  

 

 



 

 



 



 


