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Year 11 Introduction to A-level Religion, Philosophy and Ethics 

Each week I will be posting an extract from Sophie’s World and asking you to answer some questions. 

 

Week 5: Sartre 

Read the extract below and answer the following questions 

1. What was the key word in Sartre's philosophy? What does this mean? 
2. "Existence take priority over essence." Humanity must therefore create itself because our nature or 

essence is not fixed in advance. Do you agree? 
3. Sophie suggests that "it is quite normal to feel depressed or that everything is just too boring." 

Why? What does she mean? 
4. What does freedom oblige us to do? 
5. Sartre claimed that there is no innate (predetermined) meaning to life. Does this mean that he 

thought nothing mattered or that anything is then permissible? 
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